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PRESS RELEASE 

Yellowknives Dene Response to  Tłıc̨hǫ Government’s August 26, 2022 Press Release 

August 29, 2022 – The Tłıc̨hǫ Government’s recent press release asserting that Yellowknife is within the 

traditional territory of the Tłıc̨hǫ appears to be an attempt to displace the current recognition that the 

City is located in the heart of Chief Drygeese Territory, the traditional homeland of the Yellowknives 

Dene.  

The Yellowknives Dene strongly reject any suggestion that the Tłıc̨hǫ connection to these territories is 

equivalent to our own. Yellowknife is outside the Tłıc̨hǫ’s primary use area. For the Yellowknives Dene, 

the area where Yellowknife is now has always been of the highest importance to us and we have lived in 

this area for thousands of years. In the past it was like a store that provided everything we needed. 

Today, our communities of Ndilo and Dettah are effectively part of Yellowknife. 

We are deeply saddened that the Tłıc̨hǫ are attempting to use the terms of the Tłıc̨hǫ Agreement to 

disadvantage the Yellowknives Dene as a nation still in negotiations. The Yellowknives Dene, as an 

Akaitcho Dene First Nation, are in the process of negotiating a land, resources and self-government 

agreement with the Government of Canada and the Government of the Northwest Territories. The 

unsettled claims of the Yellowknives Dene should be shown greater respect.  

Before the Tłıc̨hǫ Agreement could be finalized the Akaitcho Dene First Nations, including the 

Yellowknives Dene, and the Tłıc̨hǫ first had to come to a written agreement on the boundaries between 

our territories that reflected our already existing Indigenous laws. Signing this Overlap Agreement in 

November 2002 was a historic moment for our peoples that was marked by feasting and celebration of 

the deep Dene commitment to peaceful coexistence and honourable reconciliation. The support of the 

Akaitcho Dene First Nations for the Tłıc̨hǫ Agreement has always been contingent upon the Overlap 

Agreement. 

In this Overlap Agreement, the Tłıc̨hǫ acknowledged that their primary use area does not extend to 

include the City of Yellowknife, as shown by the western boundary of the shared primary use area. The 

Tłıc̨hǫ also agreed to enter into agreements to govern shared decision making within the shared primary 

use area, including equal rights to participate in any decision making boards with jurisdiction respecting 

lands and resources. 

Over the last 20 years, there has been no meaningful progress toward implementation of the Overlap 

Agreement and more recently it seems we are moving backward. The Tłıc̨hǫ have opposed equal 

representation of Tłıc̨hǫ and YKDFN representatives on the management board for the Dınàgà 

Wek’èhodì candidate territorial protected area, as well as any Akaitcho Dene representation on the 

Wek’éezhii Renewable Resource Board, contrary to the intent of the Overlap Agreement. This attempt 

to include the Tłıc̨hǫ in territorial acknowledgements in Yellowknife is also an overreach that 

undermines the relationship between our Nations. 

We call on the Tłıc̨hǫ Government Chiefs to meet with our Chiefs and come to an agreement that will 

honour the Overlap Agreement and spirit of traditional respect and co-operation that has allowed our 

Nations to find common ground in the past. 
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We call on everyone in Chief Drygeese Territory to consult with the Yellowknives Dene regarding 

appropriate content for their traditional territory acknowledgements to ensure that they are fully 

informed of the Indigenous history in this area. 

-30- 

For media inquiries: 

Lena Black, Acting CEO, Yellowknives Dene First Nation 

Tel:  867-873-4307 

E-mail: lblack@ykdene.com  
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AKAITCHO - TŁĮCHǪ AGREEMENT MAP 

 




