Herds Covered: Bluenose-East (BNE) and Bathurst (BAT)

Caribou Calving Ground Surveys conducted in June 2025

Two YKDFN members participated in the calving ground surveys (Cheyenne Koyina and
Charlie Sangris)
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Bluenose-East Herd Calving Ground Survey Coverage: Recon and abundance
surveys mapped caribou sightings, collared animals, and survey blocks.
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o Population Estimates (excluding calves/yearlings):
o 2021:23,202 (Cl: 19,247-27,971)
o 2023:39,525 (Cl: 33,021-47,310)
o 2025: 28,759 (Cl: 25,997-31,816)
e Trend: 2025 shows a decline from 2023 but remains higher than 2018-2020

levels.

Caribou on transect group size



Bathurst Herd

Survey Area: West of Bathurst Inlet and surrounding buffer zones.
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Bl No Antler (non-breeding cows)
0 No caribou

O Unknown

Segment density (400m)

I High (>10 caribou/km?2)

I MediumHigh (5-9.9 caribou/km2)
[] MediumLow (1-5 caribou/km?2)
] Low (<1 caribou/km?2)

[ Zero caribou seen
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Population Estimates (excluding calves/yearlings):
2021: 6,243 (Cl: 3,950-9,134)
2022: 6,851 (Cl: 3,895-12,050)

o 2025: 3,609 (Cl: 3,203-4,067)
Trend: 47% decline from 2023 estimates; possible movement to other herds

contributes to observed drop.



Additional Observations

e Increased movement of collared cows between Bathurst, Beverly, and Bluenose-
East herds since 2021.
o Winter ranges show high overlap among these herds.
« Emigration rates (switching calving grounds) for Bathurst collars:
o 2023: 19% to Beverly
o 2024: 18% to Beverly, 12% to BNE

e 2025: 11% to Beverly (+ some movement back to Bathurst)
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